
from the Presbyterian Church USA Book of Order on Baptism: 

 W-2.3006-2.3008c & W-2.3014 
 

“Baptism enacts and seals what the Word proclaims: God’s redeeming grace offered to all people. Baptism 

is God’s gift of grace and also God’s summons to respond to that grace. Baptism calls to repentance, to 

faithfulness, and to discipleship. Baptism gives the church its identity and commissions the church for 

ministry to the world. 

 

Sign and Seal of God’s Faithfulness 

God’s faithfulness signified in Baptism is constant and sure, even when human faithfulness to God is not. 

Baptism is received only once. The efficacy of Baptism is not tied to the moment when it is administered, 

for Baptism signifies the beginning of life in Christ, not its completion. God’s grace works steadily, calling 

to repentance and newness of life. God’s faithfulness needs no renewal. Human faithfulness to God needs 

repeated renewal. Baptism calls for decision at every subsequent stage of life’s way, both for those 

whose Baptism attends their profession of faith and for those who are nurtured from childhood within the 

family of faith. 

 

 “One Baptism”: Its Meanings 

Both believers and their children are included in God’s covenant love. Children of believers are to be 

baptized without undue delay, but without undue haste. Baptism, whether administered to those who 

profess their faith or to those presented for Baptism as children, is one and the same Sacrament. 

 

Children: The Baptism of children witnesses to the truth that God’s love claims people before they are able 

to respond in faith. 

 

Adults: The Baptism of those who enter the covenant upon their own profession of faith witnesses to the 

truth that God’s gift of grace calls for fulfillment in a response of faithfulness.” 

 

Please speak with one of our Pastors if you are interested in having your  child baptized or in receiving the 

sacrament of baptism yourself. 

 

When a child is being presented for Baptism, ordinarily the parent(s) or one(s) rightly exercising parental 

responsibility shall be an active member of the congregation. Those presenting children for Baptism shall 

promise to provide nurture and guidance within the community of faith until the child is ready to make a 

personal profession of faith and assume the responsibility of active church membership.  

 

To see the entire Book of Order go to: http://bookoforder.info/bookoforder2011-2013.pdf 
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